Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THE 



OFFICE AND WORK OF A PRIEST 



IN THE 



CHURCH OF GOD 



MEDITATIONS, ADDRESSES, AND AN 
ORDINATION SERMON 



BY THE 



REV. JOHN EDDOWES, M.A. 

MAGDALENB COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, 

VICAR OF S. JUDE'S, BRADFORD. 



RIVINGTONS 
WATERLOO PLACE, LONDON 

MDCCCLXXXIII 



/^^/. H/. 2,ef/ 



9 MAY 83 



> 



PREFACE. 

The meditations and addresses here printed were 
given (the meditations at early celebrations of 
Holy Communion) in the Chapel of the Epis- 
copal Palace at Ely during the Ember Days of 
September, 1882. The sermon was preached in 
Ely Cathedral at the Ordination, on the Sunday 
following. 

They are now published at the request of the 
Priests and Deacons to whom they were spoken, 
and by the desire of the Lord Bishop of Ely. 

J. E. 
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THE WORK OF THE 
PRIESTHOOD. 

Thebe are days " much to be remembered " in 
all men's lives — days marking an epoch in the 
personal history — days whose impress never ceases 
to be felt. 

Of such a day some of us are being solemnly 
reminded now — the day of our self-dedication 
and consecration to God's service, years ago,, in 
the Diaconate or the Priesthood. 

For such a day others here are now, in 
trembling hope, preparing. They are like the 
Prophet of old who " saw the glory of Christ." 
They have seen by faith the ascended Saviour, 
who still, as in the days of His dwelling here, has 
*• compassion on the multitude." They have 
heard His voice, " Whom shall we send, and who 
will go for us?" The call has come to them; 
and though conscious of frailties and unworthi- 
ness and of lips unclean, they have in the deep 

B 



2 THE WORK OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 

recesses of their souls replied, half shrinkingly, 
but with simple faith, " Here am I ; send me." 
And now they but wait for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost to commission them as Christ's ambassa- 
dors — but wait for the touch of the living fire to 
purge their lips and empower them to speak for 
God. 

We meet, ministers and candidates for the 
ministry, to meditate together before the altar 
of God. Of what shall our thought be ? Surely 
of the work of the ministry — of " the oflSce and 
work of a Priest in the Church of God ; " for it 
is for ihaty that the special grace in ordination is 
bestowed. Moreover, if we have a low or a false 
idea of our work in God's vineyard, that work 
will in the nature of things be wrongly or im- 
perfectly done. 

"The work of the ministry" — ^we rightly 
speak of it as " the cure of souls." It is the care, 
as regards their spiritual and eternal interests, of 
those whom the dear Lord loved, and for whom 
He died. Oh that we may indeed realize this, 
and in a spirit faintly at least resembling His, a 
spirit of self-sacrificing love, gird ourselves for 
our Christ-like work ! 

" The cure of souls " — ^this is our work. Let us 
try to bear it ever in remembrance ; for we shall 
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be strongly tempted, especially in the earlier 
years of our ministry, though not in those years 
only, to substitute for it something else. It is 
not diflScult for a young and zealous Priest to win 
the admiration, the regard, the devotion of his 
people — it is far easier than to win their mvUs: 
and there is a strong temptation to be content 
with the easier conquest. But oh ! God does not 
call and send us — does not equip us with super- 
natural power that we may win to ourselves the 
esteem of men, but that we may win and edify 
men's souls for our Lord. If we do not win our 
people's sowZs — however much of their personal 
regard we gain — our ministry is but a failure. 

" The work of the ministry " — " the cure of 
souls ! " Shall we think of the responsiMlity in 
which that work involves us? There is not a 
little child or an aged man, not a reckless 
prodigal or a gray-haired saint, within our parish 
bounds, but we bear towards him a spiritual 
relationship, and have in regard to him some 
responsibility. What if some guileless soul com- 
mitted to us be seduced from the fold of Christ, 
and fall a prey to the great enemy through our 
want of watchfulness or our life of sloth ! What 
if some childlike soul wander from the way of 
life through our feilure to guide and warn — or 
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some weak one be stumbled by our life of plea- 
sure or of ease ! How shall we answer for such 
souls when we give in our account at last ! 

Our responsibility y: — ^we shall do well to realize 
it to the full — to count the cost of the ministry 
we undertake. For the more we are impressed 
with a true sense of our responsibility, the more 
diligent shall we be in the fulfilment of our 
ministry, and the more humbly dependent upon 
God's supporting and directing hand. 

So great is the responsibility of the ministry 
of souls, that one hardly wonders at good men 
sometimes shrinking from it, even though they 
feel God's Holy Spirit drawing them towards it. 
But surely, surely, such shrinking is blame- 
worthy and wrong. We may feel our unfitness 
and our manifold imperfections never so much, 
but if God (who knows us better than we know 
ourselves) calls us by His Spirit, it is ours only 
to obey the call — we can but, bowed to the dust, 
reply, "O my Lord, send, I pray Thee, by the hand 
of him whom Thou wilt send." We may not 
draw back when God bids us " Go forward." We 
may no more flee from the mission to which God 
calls us than might Jonah from the mission to 
Nineveh ; yea, we cannot do so without incurring 
the guilt of the wilfully disobedient, without 
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grievous injury to our own souls — perhaps even 
the very withering of our spiritual life. 

But while we do well to realize the respon- 
sibility which our ministry involves, we shall 
not do well to dwell on it so exclusively as to 
overlook the helps which God has given to 
support us in its fulfilment. With the responsi- 
bility of the work there should be ever linked in 
our minds the reward of the work well done — a 
crown of glory when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear. For the joy that is set before us we may 
well endure hardness, and toil, and a cross, heavier 
than that of the laity, here. 

Moreover, there are other truths, simple truths, 
fundamental truths, which have only to be realized 
to become wondrously helpful, giving courage, 
confidence, and hope. Let me mention just one 
or two. The first I would remind you of is — 
the supernatural character of the Church whose 
ministers we are. The Church has indeed a 
human side; but, like her Lord, while human, 
she is divine. The Church is the Body of Christ, 
and He is ruling in it and working in it to-day 
as surely as when at the lake-side He called 
S. Matthew, or when from heaven He directed 
the lot and chose S. Matthias to fill the place 
of Judas. He is walking still amongst the 
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golden candlesticks. He still holds the stars in 
His right hand. He is with His Church in every 
earnest ministry to-day. 

Another truth, akin to this one, never to be 
forgotten by us, is — ov/r own supernatural character. 
We bear, when ordained, a commission from 
Heaven; we are ministers of heavenly grace. 
We have not only had impressed upon us a 
Xapaicrnp that is indelible, but we have received 
a xapKifia that will never fail, and so (to use 
Hooker's words) "Whether we preach, pray, 
baptize, communicate, give absolution, or what- 
soever as disposers of God's mysteries, our words, 
judgments, acts and deeds, are not ours but the 
Holy Ghost's." The ministry we have received 
is a supernatural ministry, as surely as was the 
ministry of the apostles themselves, and God will 
be with us in it as He was with them. 

And there is yet one thought more, very 
powerful to support and help — a thought, there- 
fore, ever to be kept in mind. I mean our own 
call of God: the inward call by God the Holy 
Ghost ; the outward call by the Church in which 
the Spirit works. 

One can hardly imagine anything more painful 
than for a man to be exercising his ministry with 
a doubt about his call, either the inward or the 
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outward. Uncertainty, at best, must attend his 
every step, and in the day of perplexity he can 
have no certain stay. But, on the other hand, 
the Priest who is assured of his call is steadfast 
and unmovable, whatever diflSculty or trouble he 
meets with in his ministry. Many a faithful 
servant of God would have fainted in his work, 
had he not been able to say, "I know of a 
surety that God has sent me. He called me to 
this ministry, knowing all my weakness, frailty, 
imperfection ; the work I strive to do is His : I 
do my best in His strength, and (ken to Him 
I leave the rest." 

Oh, let us be quite sure about our motive in 
entering the ministry, that it is pure, unselfish, 
single. Then we need have little doubt about 
our call. And the assurance that we have been 
called of God to our oflSce and work will be a 
wondrous support in the day of disappointment, 
failure, anxiety, depression. It will help us, 
too, to fulfil with hope and godly courage the 
ministry that we have received. 

Kneeling before the altar now let us try to 
realize what the work of the ministry is. Let us 
think of its responsibility, its helps, and its ex- 
ceeding great reward. 

Let us also, as we kneel, lay bare before our 
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Lord our motiye and our hope in seeking the 
Priesthood, and ask Him to accept and purify 
them, and to give us grace to fulfil the ministry 
to which He calls us, simply as He would haye 
it done. 



THE LIFE OF THE PRIEST. 

We thought yesterday upon our work — so 
solemn, yet withal so blessed — as ministers of 
God. Can we do better this morning than 
meditate for a while upon our life as God's 
ministers ? 

We are set to be "examples to the flock." 
How pure, then, how high, how Christ-like, a 
life should we ever strive to live ! 

The life of a Priest — it is a consecrated life. 
" Holiness unto the Lord " should be written on 
every part of it. 

There is one way, and one way only, of making 
our consecration a reality and our lives helpful 
to our work, and that is — the living every day in 
simple, real, dose communion with Ood. Our real 
life — ^the life within, of which our life as seen 
of men is but the reflection, — it is "hidden 
with Christ," and it can only be maintained in 
purity and vigour by constant intercourse with 
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Heaven. He only lives aright who can say, with 
one of old, " I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." 

Would we live our lives indeed with God? 
Then we must use with most reverent care and 
a spirit most devout the various means of grace. 
For there is real danger lest, through familiarity, 
holy means and rites convey less grace to us 
than to those to whom we minister them. For 
example, we shall all probably be present every 
week at a celebration of Holy Communion — per- 
haps we shall ourselves often be the celebrant. It 
will behove us, therefore, to be very watchful lest, 
by-and-by, we find ourselves " drawing near " to 
the altar with less reverence and godly fear 
than formerly. It is, indeed, a very high privi- 
lege to celebrate the holy mysteries ; it seems to 
bring us into closer contact with God than the 
laity are brought. Surely, then, we should be 
more awe-filled, more humbled than others ; our 
preparation for Holy Communion should be the 
more careful, our spirit when there more reverent, 
our after-thanksgivings more devout. Oh, let us 
see to it that our communions and all our ap- 
proaches to God are very humble and very real ! 

Again, would we in very deed live our lives 
with God, we should he much in the study of His 
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Koly Word — not critical study merely, but de- 
vout study, with a view to our own advancement 
in the life divine. 

If it was true, in olden days, that a young man 
best would " cleanse his way " by ruling himself 
after God's Word, it is true still, and not less 
true of young ministers than of young laymen. 

If it was true, as implied in our Lord's Eucha- 
ristic prayer, that His disciples might be sancti- 
fied, consecrated, "through the truth," there is 
power in " the truth " still to consecrate, yea, to 
consecrate more, and more, those who are set 
apart to carry on the work which the first dis- 
ciples of the Lord began. 

May it be ours so devoutly to meditate on 
God's Holy Word that we not only become " able 
ministers," " mighty in the Scriptures," but also 
holier, better, nearer Jesus ! 

Again, would we live indeed our lives with 
God, we must he men of prayer. Our life — it 
should be a life of prayer. Our spirit — it should 
be a spirit of prayer. We should live, ever 
looking upwards. 

If we realize our own weakness and our great 
responsibility, how much souls may be helped or 
hindered by what we do or leave undone, it 
were impossible for us not to be often on our 
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knees. Prayer and intercession will be a part, 
an important part, of our daily life, — 'prayer for 
ourselves, in view of our special needs, tempta- 
tion, diflSculties, work — intercession for others, 
our sick, our workers, our people, our schools, 
our parochial institutions, our Church, the whole 
Church of God. 

A life of prayer like this (apart from the 
answer to our prayers which God will surely give) 
will bring its own harvest of blessing. It will 
increase our self-knowledge ; it will establish in 
us a habit of watchfulness; it will deepen our 
earnestness; it will enlarge our sympathies; it 
will draw us in spirit nearer to our Lord. Oh 
that " the spirit of grace and supplication " may 
be largely outpoured on each one here ! 

Once more, if we would live our lives as God 
would have us do, if we would fulfil our ministry 
so as to gain His approval, we m/ust do all in the 
realized power of God the Holy Ohost. 

The Christian life, it is a supernatural life, 
breathed into us at the first by the Blessed 
Spirit, the "Giver of Life," and it is only by 
His constant indwelling that that life can be 
sustained, and growth in that life promoted. 

The Christian ministry, it is a supernatural 
ministry, for which a special gift of the Sacred 
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Spirit is imparted — "Receive t}\^ Holy Ohoat for 
the office and work of a Priest ; " and only in the 
power of the Holy Ghost abiding with us can 
our ministry be well fulfilled. 

We may not unprofitably bear in mind the 
description which God's Word gives of those 
who in early Christian times lived noblest, 
bravest lives, and best fulfilled their ministry. 
It is this, "they were filled with the Holy 
Ghost," — men "full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost." Oh, if we were such, what might we 
not do! and how brave, how holy, aye, and in 
our ministry how successful, might we not be ! 

Do we need encouragement ? Let us think of 
S. Peter : in the day of trial, denying through 
fear the Lord he loved, and quailing miserably 
at a maid-servant*s glance, yet a few days after- 
wards perfectly fearless, boldly accusing the 
rulers in Jerusalem of the murder of the Prince 
of Life. What wrought the change? The gift 
of Pentecost, the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Or, if you will, let us think of his fellow- 
apostle, S. Paul. Learned though he was, and 
versed in all the varied literature of his age, yet 
" his speech and his preaching was not with words 
which man's wisdom teacheth." No ! but it was 
marvellously successful in moving men's souls. 
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and changing men's lives. Why ? Why, but 
because it was ''in demonstration of the Spirit;" 
it was " in words which the Holy Ghost taught." 

Oh, say, is there not encouragement here, great 
encouragement, for those of us who are timid 
and shrinking and weak — yes, and for those too 
who feel that they are not eloquent, or learned, 
or clever ? 

It is to-day, as in the olden days, "not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord." If any, in our own time, are bolder than 
others to work or suffer for their Lord, and for 
the souls whom He died to win, it is because 
of the Holy Ghost, whose power is upon them. 
If any are more iucce»sfvl than others in winning 
or in training souls, the secret of their success 
will be found, not in their eloquence or intel- 
lectual gifts, but in the simple fact that they are 
" good men and full of the Holy Ghost." 

Oh that we all may " live in the Spirit," our 
" walk with God " very humble, very real, very 
close I Then over all our lives will God's truest 
blessing be. 

Oh that we all may fulfil all our ministry only 
in the realized power of God the Holy Ghost! 
Then will our ministry indeed be blessed, and it 
will accomplish that which God designs by it. 



DANGERS AND HELPS IN 
SPIRITUAL LIFE AND WORK. 

The work and the life of a Priest are insepar- 
ably linked together — ^they act and react upon 
each other. 

In worldly callings a man's personal character^ 
provided only he be not openly immoral^ will not 
necessarily be a bar to his success. But it is 
otherwise in the priestly oflSce. There character 
is everything. No man who lacks a high moral 
tone and a pure unselfish aim will ever be suc- 
cessful as a minister of God. No ! if we are to 
be successful in winning, guiding, or training 
souls, our life must speak for our Master, as well 
as our lips. Our people must see that we our- 
selves are painfully walking towards the city of 
Grod to which we direct their steps; that we 
ourselves are living by the faith which we teach 
to them. It will not do for us to be like guide- 
posts, that point the way but themselves stand 
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still — or like the electric wire that flashes words 
of life and death to many, but is itself unmoved 
by the message it conveys. It is ours to lead 
souls to Christ and heaven. We must be able 
to say, " Be ye followers of me, even as I also 
am of Christ." This is, I know, an old truth, 
but it will bear repeating, bear dwelling upon. 
Chaucer recognized it when he described "the 
good parson of a town " as one " holy in himself 
and virtuous," 

*' The love of Ghiist, and His apostles twelve, 
He taught — hut firsty he foUowed it himself." 

Ocldamiih recognized it, when he described the 
village Pastor as one who 

** Tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
AUored to brighter worlds, and led (he way** 

Oh, believe me, no natural gift, however ex- 
cellent, and no amount of learning or eloquence 
or zeal, can make up for the lack of a high, a 
holy, a devoted life. It is not the man of most 
eminent gifts, nor yet the one most active in his 
parish, who attains most real ministerial success. 
Bather it is the man whose gifts — be they many 
or few, brilliant or commonplace — are simply 
consecrated to the service of his Lord ; and whose 
words and works are backed by the mighty 
influence of a holy and devoted life. 
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Charles Loivder would hardly be described by 
those who knew him best as eloquent or a man 
of brilliant parts, yet there are few Parish Priests 
in England to-day whose success will compaxe 
favourably with his. What was the secret of th/U 
success? It was not merely Charles Lowder's 
work, unwearied though that was ; it was Charles 
Lowder's life. What said the Rector of the 
parish in which S. Peter's stood, the Rev. Harry 
Jones? "Much of his work was wearisomely 
commonplace and heavily uphill. It needed, 
and it had spent upon it, the genuine fire of 
a holy life'' What was the testimony of his 
Bishop, the Bishop of Bedford ? "I believe that 
his quiet consistent life among his people was an 
irresistible power." Yes, the life^ the holy life, 
that was the power. 

I do not doubt that the desire of each one here 
is, by help from above, so to live and so to fulfil 
his ministry that souls may be won to the Saviour, 
and he himself gain the approval of his God. 
Will it be helpful to you^ — I trust it will — if in 
this address I point out to you a few snares and 
dangers touching your spiritual life and work, 
which you will do well to be on your guard 
against, and then suggest some helps which you 
will do well to cultivate ? 
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Of the dangers first. 

1. Unreality either in our life or in our work. 

Our spirittud life, let us see to it that it is very 
real, and deeply rooted. 

It is only too possible for us to be very busy 
about religion while our own religious life is, 
if not unreal, very feeble and shallow. 

It is very easy — almost natural to us after 
a time — to be as active as ever in parish work, 
though the fire of loving self-devotion which 
once burned brightly on the altar of our heart 
has almost or altogether gone out. We must 
guard, therefore, with diligent care our own 
spiritual life day by day, or we may by-and-by 
find ourselves doing our work rather from the 
force of habit than from simple love to Jesus and 
to souls. We can hardly be too watchful lest, 
for example, our Bible-reading, our communion, 
our oblation of ourselves become formal or unreal. 
We must watch against unreality even in the 
hymns we sing and the prayers we use — for I 
fear that in some of our most popular hymns 
(e,g, the hymn "O Paradise") there are ex- 
pressions which are not true in the life of all 
who use them ; and I am sure that in some of 
our most used books of devotion there are 
aspirations so touching, so fervid, that in my 
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mouth they would be hardly real, and I could 
not use them without spiritual injury. 

Oh, let us see to it that everything connected 
with our spiritual life is reed — for anything that 
is merely formal or unreal, enervates, weakens, 
deadens it. So, too, on all our ministerial work 
let reality be plainly written. For example, let 
us not set before our people a standard of Chris- 
tian life which we do not strive at least to attain 
to ourselves ; let us not enforce upon them duties 
which we ourselves deliberately neglect ; let us 
not utter, in our pastoral ministrations, mere 
religious generalities which we ourselves in no 
sense feel. Anything unreal in our ministrations 
will tend to lower our own moral tone ; it will do 
little real good to our people, while it will cer- 
tainly do real injury to ourselves. 

2. A secular tone. So much secular work is 
nowadays thrown upon the clergy, that there is 
no little peril of our becoming secularized in tone. 
We must guard against this danger by a life of 
daily close communion with God. In no other 
way can a secular tone be averted and a spiritual 
tone maintained. It is only on the mountain-top 
with God that a heavenly radiance is caught. 
We must be much on the mount with our trans- 
figured Lord if, in the plain of the lower life, we 
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• 

are to be successful in casting out evil spirits, 
and drawing souls whom He would save to Him. 

We shall do well, too, to throw secular work, 
as far as we can, upon the lay members of the 
Church, to whom, indeed, such work most properly 
appertains. 

And here I will venture to repeat a piece of 
practical advice, given to me at my ordination 
by good Bishop Lonsdale, of Lichfield : never to 
yield to the solicitations of parishioners to under- 
take offices of trust, sach as executorships and 
trusteeships. I have lived long enough to test 
the wisdom of this advice, and to be often thank- 
ful for it. Offices such as those spoken of are 
best fulfilled by laymen. They would take the 
minister of God from his higher and more proper 
work — their tendency would certainly be to 
'^ entangle him with the affairs of this life," and 
to lower and secularize his tone. 

3. Undtte reliance on natwral powers. Some 
men have greater facility than others in doing 
the work of their ministry — higher intellectual 
ability, greater elasticity of mind, truer power of 
sympathy, greater freedom of utterance, keener 
insight into souls. To such men there is tempta- 
tion to rely upon their own natural gifts, rather 
than upon the supernatural gift of God the Holy 
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Ghost, by whose power alone any spiritual 
ministry can ever be fulfilled aright — "not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the 
Lord." 

4. Popularity, The praise of men, even when 
it comes unsought, comes fraught with peril to 
the spiritual life. It does so especially to the 
young. But older men, and the best of men, 
have felt its danger. I know a yery popular 
preacher who feels it so keenly that when he 
leaves the pulpit, and while the congregation are 
yet marvelling at his eloquence, he always makes 
an act of deep humiliation — a practice this which 
may well convey a hint to us all. 

Would we avoid the harm which comes from 
the praise of men, we should seek, in strict and 
regular examination of conscience and life, true 
self-knowledge. We should cultivate humility. 
We should avoid talking about ourselves or 
drawing conversation towards ourselves, and we 
should not estimate too highly the kindly meant 
but often unwise praise of friends. 

5. Controversy. To some, controversy in behalf 
of what they hold for truth, may seem to be, or 
may be, a duty. Conscience may even compel 
them to act with one or other of the parties into 
which, unhappily, the Church is divided. But 
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any one who enters into the strife of parties ever 
so little should watch very carefully against the 
entering in of, party-spirit, for it is terribly 
destructive of spiritual life. And the more we 
are on the platform of controversy, the oftener 
should we be in our closet, in the searching of our 
hearts, and in communion with God. 

Now let us turn to the helps to spiritual life 
and work, wliich we shall do well to cultivate. 

1. Foverty of spirit — ^a deep sense of our own 
nothingness. True, we have received a super- 
natural gift as bearers of the message and of the 
grace of God; but, after all, we are only the 
earthen vessel in which the heavenly treasure is 
conveyed — the lantern, not the light. We have 
nothing that we have not received, and the more 
we have received the more humble should we be, 
mindful ever of our unworthiness and our respon- 
sibility. 

True, perhaps, that others have been greatly 
blessed by our means — blessed for eternity. Still 
it is all of God. From Him is our fruit found. 
" Thou, Lord, hast wrought all our works in us." 
" Without Me ye can do nothing." 

2. A sense of our Lord's constant presence with 
us. I do not mean now His presence with the 
Church generally, but His presence with each 
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one of US individually. He is walking still 
among the golden candlesticks. He notes the 
doings of every single Bishop and Priest in the 
Church to-day as surely as He did when He had 
just ascended up on high. " I know thy works," 
— "^Ay works," is a sentence that may be as 
truly spoken of you and of me as it was of the 
Bishop of the Church at Ephesus. Let us 
remember this, and , fulfil all our ministry as 
under His loving eye. So, through His presence 
realized, our lives will be better lived and our 
work be better done. 

It will help us, too, to realize at once His 
nearness to us and His interest in our work if we 
make it a practice to offer Him formally our 
work in its several acts ; e.g. when we return from 
the schools, from the service at church, or a round 
of parochial visits, if we briefly ask Him to 
accept and own what we have done, and to pardon 
all that He has seen defective or wrong. 

3. A spirit of reverence. Reverence should 
specially characterize the Priest of God. An 
irreverent Priest can never be a successful one ; 
his irreverence will necessarily mar his work. 
Through "lightness" God's prophets of old 
caused His people to err. Through " lightness " 
some Priests, I fear, do the same to-day. 
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Bat do not let us make the mistake of con- 
founding moroseness with reverence. They are 
very different things. Brightness of spirit is 
quite consistent with a spirit of reyerence. Let 
us try to have both. 

Of course we shall be reverent in God's House 
and in our various ministrations ; but let us try 
to be reverent everywhere and in everything. 
Let us cultivate a hcMt of reverence in act, in 
speech, and thought. Let us especially be re- 
verent, in posture and in thought, when reading 
our Bibles, when meditating, when saying oar 
daily office at home, or when engaged in any 
spiritual exercise. 

4. Calmness of spirit. This is a very real help 
in the spiritual life. Indeed, there can hardly 
be spiritual growth where a spirit of holy calm- 
ness is not. And as regards spiritual worhy it is 
obvious that ity like any other work, will be 
better done by the man of calmness than by a 
man of excitement or fussiaess or distractiou. 

Now, how is calmness of spirit to be obtained 
— whence comes it ? It comes of simple faith ; 
the feeling that we ourselves, our work and its 
results, are in the hands of God; the perfect 
trust that can leave all there. Shall I illustrate 
this? We have undertaken some work with a 
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single eye to God's glory ; we have commended 
it to Him; it is successful beyond our highest 
hope ; we are deeply thankf nl, and humbly own 
God's hand of blessing; but we are not unduly 
excited or puffed up. Another work on which we 
had set our heart is a failure. We are disap- 
pointed. But we feel, "God knows that our 
motiye in the work was pure, and He will accept 
our effort, though He sees not good to prosper it. 
We are not responsible for success, and we shall 
not be condemned for failure." We trust — we 
are calm. " Our soul truly waiteth still upon 
God." "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth 
in Thee." 

5. Sympathy. True sympathy is of the greatest 
possible help to us, especially in our private 
ministration, at the sick-bed or elsewhere. It 
gives vs an insight into the needs of those to 
whom we minister, and it gives them confidence 
in seeking our aid. 

The power of sympathy, I am persuaded, is 
one secret of the success of some of our best 
Mission Preachers, as well as of our best Parish 
Priests. 

Whence comes their power of sympathy ? It 
is a power that may be cultivated, but cannot 
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be forced. It is born of love — love to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and love to souls for His sake. 
Where there is not this love there cannot be true 
sympathy. Where there is this love true sym- 
pathy will not be wholly wanting. 

Will you pardon me if I give expression to 
one counsel more, wholly needless though I trust 
the counsel is ? Let us fashion our own lives after 
tJie teaching of ov/r own Church in the Booh of 
Common Prayer, and fulfil aU our ministry simply 
in its spirit. 

It has been said of the English Universities, 
that they train at once English gentlemen and 
English Priests. I believe that the same may 
be said of the Prayer-Book of England's Church, 
rightly understood and rightly used. 

Far be it from me to say a word of disparage- 
ment about other Christian bodies. They have 
their religion and religious life — but they are 
theirs, not ours. There is a religious life amongst 
our nonconformist brethren very genuine, very 
real. There is a spiritual life amongst our 
Boman Catholic brethren ^ equally real, and 
marked by fervid devotion. But neither of 
these are ours. And, in my judgment at least, 
neither of them are comparable with the high, 
manly, spiritual tone that is breathed and in- 
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culcated throughout the English Prayer-Book. 
On the lines of that book, put into our hands 
by our spiritual mother, let our lives be framed. 
Its spirit let us try to catch. By its rules let 
us liye. Let it be our metnual of devotion and 
our guide to piety. It is infinitely better than 
most of the books of devotion which modern 
days have produced. 

To some, perhaps, the truths I have now 
brought to your remembrance may seem almost 
too elementary to have been dwelt upon. They 
are, however, — some of them at least — founda- 
tion truths in spiritual life and work, and of such 
truths it is well for us all at times to be re- 
minded. I commend them to your meditation in 
the still hour of thought and prayer. I com- 
mend them to the blessing, as He shall see fit 
to give it, of God the Holy Ghost. 



PAROCHIALIA. 
I. 

The work of a Priest is one for which no definite 
rules, exact and always applicable, can eyer be 
laid down. You can no more make a man a good 
Parish Priest by giving him a set of rules, how- 
eyer excellent, than you can estimate his yalue 
by tabulating his work. Character as well as 
amount of work must be regarded. What are 
required in an efficient Parish Priest, besides 
knowledge and fair natural ability, are con- 
sistency and holiness of character, godly zeal, 
and discretion. 

But though no code of unvarying rules can be 
framed for the guidance of those just entering 
upon the ministry, it may be permitted to an 
elder in the office to throw together, for the 
benefit of others, a few suggestions and hints 
gathered from his own experience, and above all 
from his own failures. This is all that, invited 
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by your Bishop to speak to you on " Parochialia," 
I shall attempt to do. 

1. M.a'p out your day. A clergyman has, perhaps, 
more than most men, his time at his own ordering, 
and there is danger lest, from want of arrange- 
ment, much of it be frittered away and lost. We 
shall do well, therefore, to haA^e our day mapped 
out — our time for reading, for devotion, for 
parochial visitation, for seeing our people, and so 
on. In short, we should have a time-table, and 
we should adhere to it. 

In arranging our time-table we should, so to 
speak, halanee duties — giving to each part of our 
work its due and proportionate time and place. 

Now, the duties of a Parish Priest admit, I 
think, of a threefold general classification, viz. 
study, devotion, parochial work — the last named 
including school-work, classes, instruction, visita- 
tion, and personal intercourse. We must be on 
our guard against temptation to neglect any one 
of these, and especially against the temptation, 
which will surely come to us, to make diligence 
in the discharge of a duty that we like an excuse 
to our conscience for neglect of a duty we do not 
like. 

Need I speak more particularly ? It is quite 
possible for a man to live within his library (I 
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have known such), a devout man, a student of 
God's Holy Word, a follower of the saints as 
regards personal character, while, all the time, the 
organization and institutions of his parish are 
simply neglected, and the souls of his people 
painfully suffering. 

It is quite possible (and this is, I believe, a 
much more frequent case) for a man to be so 
zealously earnest in working his parish that he 
allows himself little time for stvdyy and so has a 
mind but pitifully stored, and is a scribe only 
half instructed unto the kingdom of God. Or, 
worse still, he allows himself little or no time for 
devotion, for spiritual reading and intercessory 
prayer — for those exercises by which the spiritual 
life is renewed and the energies of the soul 
recruited. 

Perhaps such a man says his daily office with 
scrupulous regularity : but there is no devotional 
reading of Holy Scripture, there are few or no 
quiet moments of blessed heart communion with 
his Divine Master, perhaps not even a midday 
prayer. And the only excuse for such neglect 
that he can plead is pressure of parochial work. 

Suffer me to put you on your guard against 
this subtle and plausible excuse. Duties mvst be 
balanced — ^none may be neglected. No man who 
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neglects the devout study of God's Word and 
prayer can be "an able minister of the New 
Testament." Certainly no amount of parochial 
work, and no perfection of parochial machinery, 
can ever make up for a want of spiritual know- 
ledge — much less for the lack of a high spiritual 
tone in the man who speaks for God, and who is, 
in a true sense, the " messenger of the Lord of 
hosts." Moreover, I believe that ministerial 
success, the especial gift of God the Spirit, is 
sent, not as a reward only to personal activity in 
the parish, but in reply to ceaseless prayer in the 
closet and at the altar. 

It hardly falls within my province to speak to 
you of study, much less to direct your reading. 
But perhaps I may be permitted to offer one 
word of general counsel and one of warning. 

My counsel is — Havo a definite subject of study, 
and don't be afraid of a hard book, a book 
requiring thought and repeated reading. And 
let your reading be such as will in some way 
help you to a more " perfect understanding " of 
God's Word, and make you a more able minister. 

My warning is — Beware of an idea, apparently 
entertained by some, that you must keep your- 
self au courant with the popular literature of the 
day. A superficial acquaintance with the booka 
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most sought for at the lending libraries may 
make you attractive in the drawing-room — it will 
hardly make you wise to win souls. Light 
literature should be sparingly read, and only as a 
relaxation from graver studies. 

With regard to your 'private devotion, over and 
above your morning and evening prayer, I would 
simply oflfer two counsels : — 

First, have a definite and fixed time for it — the 
nearer noon perhaps the better. Let part of it 
be spent in spiritual reading, and part in inter- 
cessory prayer. 

Secondly, let the time so allotted not be so 
long as to make your devotion burdensome, but, 
whatever its length, never be tempted to omit it. 

I will now pass on to speak of one or two parts 
of distinctively parochial work. 

None of our parochial institutions are of more 
importance than the schools, day and Sunday. It 
is hardly possible to overrate their value as 
auxiliaries of the Church when rightly worked. 
But, on the other hand, it is hardly possible to 
deny that we have not worked them rightly. 
They are a field from which we ought to have 
stored a very different harvest from that which 
we are reaping now. Had the clergy of a former 
generation been much in their parochial schools, 
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training the children in the principles of the 
Church into which they had been baptized, 
England would have been a better England now 
— there would have been less irreligion, and less 
dissent. Let us be warned by the past and its 
fruits, and be much in our schools. The children 
entrusted to us there will be the men and women 
of the next generation, and the fathers and 
mothers of the generation following. Improve- 
ment in the schools to-day means improvement 
in the parish a few years hence. I know, indeed, 
that work in schools, especially if we have no 
aptitude for teaching, is often felt to be irksome ; 
but there is no part of our work that, patiently 
done, yields in the long run a better return, or is 
more blessed. 

It should be remembered, too, when we enter 
our school, that the children there (unless with- 
drawn from religious instruction under the pro- 
visions of the conscience clause) are presumably 
children of the Church, and are committed to us 
as ministers of the Church. We hardly fulfil 
our duty either to the Church we serve, or to the 
children entrusted to us, if we withhold from 
them part of "the faith," and give them only 
a defective, a colourless, or " undenominational " 
training. 
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Our aim should be, not merely to imbue them 
with religious sentiment, or to store their memo- 
ries with Scripture fact and history, but to train 
them on the Church's lines of faith and life 
and worship, as set forth in that comprehensive 
formulary which the Church, for this very pur- 
pose, puts into our hands — ^the Church Catechism. 
The Parish Priest who thus works his school will 
not haye to wait many years for his reward. He 
will have it in the easier and better preparation 
of his confirmation candidates, in the holier and 
higher lives of the young men and women in 
the parish, and in the help which their example 
will be to him in his work for God. 

Let me here mention two confessedly weak 
points in our schools generally, which I think 
the clergy may do much to remedy — one in the 
day school, and one in the Sunday school. In 
our eZay schools the weak point is, the imperfect 
religious training of our pupil teachers. They 
are being prepared to teach others, and it is 
all-important that they should themselves be 
thoroughly grounded in sound religious truth 
and principle; for according to their tone will 
be the tone of our elementary schools a few years 
hence. I can scarcely imagine a more directly 
useful work for a young clergyman than the 
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guiding, teaching, influencing the pupil teachers 
in the parish schools. 

In our Sunday schooh the great weakness is 
the inability of the teachers. Of course I speak 
generally: there are many and splendid ex- 
ceptions. There is perhaps no body of Church 
workers to be more commended and held in 
honour for their work's sake than our Sunday- 
school teachers. They do their best, and do it 
with much self-denial, for their Lord's sake. 
But they need help and sympathy; and in 
giving them help and sympathy the clergy will 
find that they are adding greatly to the eflSciency 
of the schools. 

I know a parish in which the following plan 
has been adopted for some years, and not without 
a successful result. The chaplain of the schools 
meets the teachers on one evening in the week, 
and goes with them through the lesson which 
they have to teach, and on the following Sunday 
afternoon he catechizes the children in church 
on the lesson given. This plan, besides teaching 
the teachers, secures a consecutive and consistent 
course of lessons as well as uniformity of teaching, 
and it also gives a little wholesome stimulus 
to the teachers, who are naturally desirous that 
at the public catechizing the children in their 
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class should be able to answer readily and cor- 
rectly. 

At G(mjiTmatiofn, and Gommimicant Classes, the 
instruction in religious truth, though on the 
same Church lines as that given in the day and 
Sunday schools, will of course take a higher 
range — will be more extended, more comprehen- 
sive, and at the same time more definite. 

At adult dosses, if the attendants are encour- 
aged to ask questions, there will probably be 
more real knowledge imparted than would other- 
wise be the case, and doubts and false ideas will 
be better removed. But the clergyman con- 
ducting a class where questioning is allowed 
must be very careful to keep it well under con- 
trol, and in his own hands. 

I should like to add one word about imparting 
dogmatic truth in our various classes. We should 
do well to bear always in mind the example of 
our Divine Master, and while we never water 
dawn truth to suit the scruple of any, we must 
never try to force its acceptance.* We must be 
patient, loving, forbearing, and leave the truth 
to commend itself. *' I have many things to say 

* See a remarkable iUuBtration of this in our Lord's instruc- 
tion upon the two great Sacraments — to Nicodemus, and to the 
Jews at Capernaum — in S. John iii. and yi. 
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unto you, but ye cannot bear them now ; " " What 
I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
hereafter;" "For everything there is a time and 
season." 

!N[ow let me add a word about guilds. It is 
very useful to have a guild or association (never 
mind the name) into which you can draw the 
newly confirmed and others, with a very simple rule 
of life — helpful to its members in striving after 
holiness. People are undoubtedly aided in the 
spiritual life, qa in other things, by association ; 
and one great, though incidental, advantage in 
a parochial guild is that it brings the members 
more directly and more frequently under the eye 
and influence of the clergy. 

It is a mistake, however, to suppose that guilds 
are only for young people. They will be found 
helpful to old and young alike, and to both 
sexes. We may have them for men and for 
boys, for young women and for mothers. The 
organization of a parochial guild is a very simple 
matter. What is essential about it Is that its 
rule of life be an easy one, easily understood, 
and' easily kept by a really earnest beginner in 
the spiritual life. 

The rules of the parochial guilds with which 
I am best acquainted lay upon the members an 
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obligation like this — to say regularly their 
morning and evening prayer; to attend church 
on Sunday ; to make their communion monthly ; 
(in the case of men) to abstain from going to a 
public-house, and (in the case of children) to 
attend the Sunday school. 

The meetings of the guilds I know best are 
weekly for a Bible class or instruction conducted 
by a lay person, and monthly for a short ser- 
vice in church with an address by the Parish 
Priest. 

May I just add here a hint and a warning — 
the result of experience ? 

The hint has special reference to guilds for men 
or women. It is this : that it is well to let the 
weekly Bible class — not the monthly service — be 
open to other than members, so that members 
may bring their friends to it. By this means 
recruits are sometimes added to the guild. 

My warning has special reference to guilds for 
boys or young men. It is against attempting 
to combine in the same guild recreation and the 
promotion of a devotional life. Cricket and foot- 
ball are interests so absorbing with boys, that 
they will weaken and eventually destroy the 
devotional element in the guild. You may have 
your cricket club xind your guild. You should. 
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But they must be quite distinct. They will not 
work in one. 

There are other parochial matters — some of 
them touching our ministerial usefulness more 
nearly than those I have been speaking of — on 
which I have something to say, but I reserve 
their consideration for another address. 

God grant that the hints I have now endea- 
voured to give may prove helpful to some of you, 
and by increasing your usefulness set forward 
God's glory and the salvation of souls in the 
parishes where you may be appointed to serve ! 
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11. 



Thebe is perhaps no part of ministerial work 
more important than preaching. It occupies a 
very prominent place in the New Testament — in 
the life of our Blessed Lord and His great Fore- 
runner, in the Acts of the Holy Apostles, and in 
the Pastoral Epistles. It has ever been highly 
esteemed in the Christian Church. It is so to- 
day, and in our own branch of the Church. 

Sermons are attractive. Not only are crowds 
drawn to our cathedrals or city churches by the 
voice of an eloquent or popular Preacher, but 
even in our village churches people are found in 
their places when a sermon is preached who never 
come for the prayers alone. 

Sermons are a mighty power for good. Not 
only do they instruct, to a greater extent than 
some are willing to allow, but they move the 
soul. By sermons sinful souls are moved to 
penitence, and sluggish souls to action. By 
sermons doubting souls are drawn to faith, timid 
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souls are encouraged, and earnest souls are built 
up in the truth of Christ. Most important, then, 
is it that the Preacher should be able to discharge 
his ofiSce well ! 

Of sermons and the preparation of them I will 
yenture to say a few plain words. 

I am not going to discuss the much-vexed 
question of the relative merits of extempore and 
written sermons. My own opinion is, that an ex- 
tempore is more telling than a written sermon, and 
secures attention better, especially when addressed 
to a country congregation or to people unused to 
close thought. But then it must be a sermon 
well digested, well thought out, prepared with 
quite as much care as if every sentence had 
been written. The young man who takes to ex- 
tempore preaching in order to save time in 
sermon preparation will, it may safely be aflSrmed, 
never make a good Preacher. In the long run, 
I am sure, he will do far better if he confines his 
extempore addresses to cottage lectures and 
mission-room services, until he has acquired the 
habit of exact and thoughtful sermon compo- 
sition. It takes much more than fluency or 
readiness of utterance to make an effective 
Preacher. 

There is, moreover, a very great responsibility 
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attaching to the Preacher's office which we shall 
do well to realize — for if we realize it, we cannot 
be other than careful in our sermon preparation. 
In the pulpit we speak words for God ; such 
words surely should be well weighed and fitly 
spoken. The man who in his pulpit ministra- 
tions offers to God what costs him little can 
hardly be surprised if little blessing follows. 

The suggestions and counsels which I now 
venture to offer will be equally applicable 
whether the sermon be written or extempore. 

1. Do not he nervously anxious about the literary 
excellence of your sermons, I would not, however, 
in saying this, be understood to encourage care- 
lessness in composition. Far otherwise. We have 
too much carelessness already. Indeed, the loose 
logic and the bad English sometimes heard from 
the pulpit are themselves no small bar to the 
sermon's usefulness with educated men. We 
should be careful always in the composition of 
our sermons, but we should be still more careful 
about the truths and duties of which our sermons 
treat. We should not spend much time in 
rounding and elaborating our sentences, and 
little time in thinking out the matter which we 
would have those sentences to express. In pre- 
paring words for God self should be forgotten. 



PAROCHIALIA. 43 

Our sermons should, almost literally, be prepared 
upon our knees. 

2. Do not he afraid of repetition, or of inculcat- 
ing repeatedly the aaine truth. This is especially 
to be remembered by those who minister in 
country parishes. It is only by reiterating a 
doctrine or a truth over and over again, that it 
forces itself into some minds. Probably many a 
Preacher would be amazed at the ignorance of his 
hearers, if he were to examine them individually 
on truths with which he has assumed them to be 
quite familiar. 

3. Do not be tempted to sensationalism. Sensa- 
tionalism may indeed gain for you attention — it 
may procure for ycfu the reputation of a striking 
Preacher. But, remember, our duty is, not to 
draw attention to ourselves, but to draw souls 
to our Lord. And souls are won to Christ, and 
are built up into Him, not by sensationalism, 
but by the simple, earnest preaching of His 
truth. 

4. Do not be tempted to familiarity of language 
in the pulpit. Of course you will strive to speak 
words so plain that your hearers, though unedu- 
cated, naay understand you. But beware of a 
familiar tone when you treat of holy things. 
Familiarity is nearly allied to irreverence. Fami- 
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liarity will do nothing to raise our people, but it 
will do something to degrade our o£Sce. 

6w See to it that there is real thought in every 
sermon. Do not let your sermon consist of ex- 
hortation merely, however earnest. Let there be 
in it something on which the men — hard-headed 
men — may fasten and dwell. I believe that 
poverty of thought in sermons is one cause of the 
comparative absence of men from our churches. 
We must preach to the understanding as well as 
to the feelings. I have known men attend regu- 
larly a certain church, not because the Preacher 
was eloquent or brilliant, but because, as they 
said, there was always something in his sermons 
to interest them — ue. there was real thought in 
them, something to carry away and bear in mind. 

I have heard of a man leaving the church of a 
most popular extempore Preacher and going to the 
church of a Priest, far less eloquent, who wrote 
his sermons, because he found in the written 
sermon more to interest him — in other words, 
more thought. 

Believe me, whether our sermons are written or 
extempore we must put into them solid thought, 
if we would really " excel to the edifying of the 
Church." 

6. Bemsmber the proportion qffaithy and balance 
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liarity will do nothing to raise our people, but it 
will do something to degrade our ofiSce. 

5i See to it that there is real thought in every 
sermon. Do not let your sermon consist of ex- 
hortation merely, however earnest. Let there be 
in it something on which the men— hard-headed 
men — may fasten and dwell. I believe that 
poverty of thought in sermons is one cause of the 
comparative absence of men from our churches. 
We must preach to the understanding as well as 
to the feelings. I have known men attend regu- 
larly a certain church, not because the Preacher 
was eloquent or brilliant, but because, as they 
said, there was always something in his sermons 
to interest them — Le. there was real thought in 
them, something to carry away and bear in mind. 

I have heard of a man leaving the church of a 
most popular extempore Preacher and going to the 
church of a Priest, far less eloquent, who wrote 
his sermons, because he found in the written 
sermon more to interest him — in other words, 
more thought. 

Believe me, whether our sermons are written or 
extempore we must put into them solid thought, 
if we would really " excel to the edifying of the 
Church." 

6. Bememher the proportion of faith, and balance 
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doctrines. There is a tendency with some to 
dwell too exclusively on the subjeetive side of 
religion, while others dwell too much on the 
objective side. Let us remember both sides. We 
can hardly dwell too much upon the necessity 
of the sacraments of the gospel, declared by the 
Church to be " generally necessary to salvation," 
if we equally insist upon the need of faith and 
penitence in those who approach them. We 
can hardly insist too strongly upon the necessity 
of faith in order to salvation, if we regard it 
as the disposition fitting the soul for the right 
reception of sacramental grace. 

Disproportioned teaching is erroneous teaching. 
Let us, therefore, try to give each article of our 
belief its due and consistent place. Let us be- 
ware, above all things, of having a favourite 
doctrine — ^a doctrine on which we dwell unduly. 
Our teaching must be balanced if it is to be 
really according to the truth of Christ, and the 
teaching of His Church. 

I would now pass on from the Church to the 
home — from our public teaching to our private 
ministries — to our " visitation of the sick and of 
the whole within our cures." 

The visitation of the whole (of which I would 
speak first) should, of course, where possible, as 
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in smaller parishes, be done by the clergy 
house to house. All the people of the pari 
committed to our care, and we should seek to 
them all. It can hardly be well that we s 
be strangers to any family until our minis 
sought in an hour of sickness, or perha 
death. I know that house-to-house visi 
is not pleasant work. I know that some s 
from it, and plead in excuse a natural sens: 
ness of character. It is therefore all the 
to be remembered that in many cases such s 
tiveness may (at least in a very great degree 
overcome by persistent eflfort and earnest pr 
and that such sensitiveness, if we give wa. , 
it in one thing, will soon mar our ministrj I" ; 
other things as well. At all events, to shirk I*' .^', ^ 
work because it is irksome or unpleasant \ • ..•',■, 
scarcely be to " endure hardness as good sole 
of Jesus Christ." Parochial visitation, on s 
plan, is a necessity, if our ministry is to 1 
fruit. We must come into personal contact \ 
our people if we are really to do them good, 
I know no more practical way of accomplish 
this than visiting them at their homes. We 
solemnly charged by the Church, not only 
teach and to premonish, to feed and provide 
the Lord's family," but also " to seek for Chr 
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doctrines. There is a tendency with some to 
dwell too exclusively on the subjective side of 
religion, while others dwell too much on the 
objective side. Let us remember both sides. We 
can hardly dwell too much upon the necessity 
of the sacraments of the gospel, declared by the 
Church to be " generally necessary to salvation/' 
if we equally insist upon the need of faith and 
penitence in those who approach them. We 
can hardly insist too strongly upon the necessity 
of faith in order to salvation, if we regard it 
as the disposition fitting the soul for the right 
reception of sacramental grace. 

Disproporiioned teaching is erroneous teaching. 
Let us, therefore, try to give each article of our 
belief its due and consistent place. Let us be- 
ware, above all things, of having a favourite 
doctrine — ^a doctrine on which we dwell unduly. 
Our teaching must be balanced if it is to be 
really according to the truth of Christ, and the 
teaching of His Church. 

I would now pass on from the Church to the 
home — from our public teaching to our private 
ministries — to our " visitation of the sick and of 
the whole within our cures." 

The visitation of the whole (of which I would 
Bpeak first) should, of course, where possible, as 
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in smaller parishes, be done by the clergy, from 
house to house. All the people of the parish are 
committed to our care, and we should seek to know 
them all. It can hardly be well that we should 
be strangers to any family until our ministry is 
sought in an hour of sickness, or perhaps of 
death. I know that house-to-house visitation 
is not pleasant work. I know that some shrink 
from it, and plead in excuse a natural sensitive- 
ness of character. It is therefore all the more 
to be remembered that in many cases such sensi- 
tiveness may (at least in a very great degree) be 
overcome by persistent eflfort and earnest prayer, 
and that such sensitiveness, if we give way to 
it in (me thing, will soon mar our ministry in 
other things as well. At all events, to shirk any 
work because it is irksome or unpleasant can 
scarcely be to " endure hardness as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ." Parochial visitation, on some 
plan, is a necessity, if our ministry is to bear 
fruit. We must come into personal contact with 
our people if we are really to do them good, and 
I know no more practical way of accomplishing 
this than visiting them at their homes. We are 
solemnly charged by the Church, not only " to 
teach and to premonish, to feed and provide for 
the Lord's family," but also " to zeeh for Christ's 
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sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His 
children that are in the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved through Christ 
for ever." 

In large parishes with only a small staff of 
clergy, systematic house-to-house visitation must 
of necessity be done by lay agency. But if such 
a parish be well organized and worked, the 
Parish Priest will have his own plan of visita- 
tion, and he will not be short of errands calling 
him to his people's homes. They will be fur- 
nished to him by his district visitors, his schools, 
his guilds and various institutions. 

Here I may perhaps say that it is well, not 
only to have a plan of visitation, but also to have 
an errand, a definite purpose in our visits. A 
young clergyman might have a worse fUm than 
this — the visiting of the parents of the children 
in the parochial schools at their own homes — 
and a worse purpose than the drawing of those 
parents to the Church that cares for their 
children, and in the Church to a life — or a 
higher life — with God. 

The visitation of the sieh is a very anxious 
and diflScult part of the Priest's office. For its 
right discharge no rule, always applicable, can 
possibly be given. What is needed in the Priest 
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liarity will do nothing to raise our people, but it 
will do something to degrade our office. 

5i See to it that there is real thought in every 
sermon. Do not let your sermon consist of ex- 
hortation merely, however earnest. Let there be 
in it something on which the men — hard-headed 
men — may fasten and dwell. I believe that 
poverty of thought in sermons is one cause of the 
comparative absence of men from our churches. 
We must preach to the understanding as well as 
to the feelings. I have known men attend regu- 
larly a certain church, not because the Preacher 
was eloquent or brilliant, but because, as they 
said, there was always something in his sermons 
to interest them — Le. there was real thought in 
them, something to carry away and bear in mind. 

I have heard of a man leaving the church of a 
most popular extempore Preacher and going to the 
church of a Priest, far less eloquent, who wrote 
his sermons, because he found in the written 
sermon more to interest him — ^in other words, 
more thought. 

Believe me, whether our sermons are written or 
extempore we must put into them solid thought, 
if we would really " excel to the edifying of the 
Church." 

6. Bememher the proportion offaith^ and balanee 
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doctrines. There is a tendency with some to 
dwell too exclusively on the suhjeetive side of 
religion, while others dwell too much on the 
objective side. Let us remember hath sides. We 
can hardly dwell too much upon the necessity 
of the sacraments of the gospel, declared by the 
Church to be " generally necessary to salvation/' 
if we equally insist upon the need of faith and 
penitence in those who approach them. We 
can hardly insist too strongly upon the necessity 
of faith in order to salvation, if we regard it 
as the disposition fitting the soul for the right 
reception of sacramental grace. 

Disproporiioned teaching is erroneous teaching. 
Let us, therefore, try to give each article of our 
belief its due and consistent place. Let us be- 
ware, above all things, of having a favourite 
doctrine — a doctrine on which we dwell unduly. 
Our teaching must be balanced if it is to be 
really according to the truth of Christ, and the 
teaching of His Church. 

I would now pass on from the Church to the 
home — from our public teaching to our private 
ministries — to our " visitation of the sick and of 
the whole within our cures." 

The visitation of the whole (of which I would 
speak first) should, of course, where possible, as 
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liarity will do nothing to raise our people, but it 
will do something to degrade our oflSce. 

5. See to it that there is real thought in every 
sermon. Do not let your sermon consist of ex- 
hortation merely, however earnest. Let there be 
in it something on which the men— hard-headed 
men — may fasten and dwell. I believe that 
poverty of thought in sermons is one cause of the 
comparative absence of men from our churches. 
We must preach to the understanding as well as 
to the feelings. I have known men attend regu- 
latly a certain church, not because the Preacher 
was eloquent or brilliant, but because, as they 
said, there was always something in his sermons 
to interest them — Le, there was real thought in 
them, something to carry away and bear in mind. 

I have heard of a man leaving the church of a 
most popular extempore Preacher and going to the 
church of a Priest, far less eloquent, who wrote 
his sermons, because he found in the written 
sermon more to interest him — in other words, 
more thought. 

Believe me, whether our sermons are written or 
extempore we must put into them solid thought, 
if we would really " excel to the edifying of the 
Church." 

6. Bememher the proportion of faith, and haUmce 
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doctrines. There is a tendency with some to 
dwell too exclusively on the svhjeetive side of 
religion, while others dwell too much on the 
objective side. Let us remember hath sides. We 
can hardly dwell too much upon the necessity 
of the sacraments of the gospel, declared by the 
Church to be " generally necessary to salvation," 
if we equally insist upon the need of faith and 
penitence in those who approach them. We 
can hardly insist too strongly upon the necessity 
of faith in order to salvation, if we regard it 
as the disposition fitting the soul for the right 
reception of sacramental grace. 

Disproportioned teaching is erroneous teaching. 
Let us, therefore, try to give each article of our 
belief its due and consistent place. Let us be- 
ware, above all things, of having a favourite 
doctrine — a doctrine on which we dwell unduly. 
Our teaching must be balanced if it is to be 
really according to the truth of Christ, and the 
teaching of His Church. 

I would now pass on from the Church to the 
home — from our public teaching to our private 
ministries — to our " visitation of the sick and of 
the whole within our cures." 

The visitation of the whole (of which I would 
speak first) should, of course, where possible, as 



GOD'S PRESENCE WITH HIS 

PRIEST. 

AN OBDINATION SERMON. 
"Certainly I wUl be with tbee/'—ExoDUS iii. 12. 

The presence of God with man — it is the blessed 
fruit of the Incarnation and the Cross. That pre- 
sence, lost when the first Adam sinned in Eden, 
was regained when the second Adam died on 
Calvary. And so when He, the Restorer of our 
r£ice, was born into the world, the name divinely 
given to Him was "Emmanuel," "which being 
interpreted is, God with us." 

" * Gk)d with us ' in our hour of need, 
* God with us ' His own blood to plead, 
' God with us ' as our guide and stay, 
To hear, to answer, when we pray." 

Without the presence of "God with us" the 
Christian's faith and hope were baseless, delusive, 
false. 
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" Certainly I wUl he with thee.** God's presence 
with the soul, and that presence realized, is at the 
root, not only of the corporate life of the Church, 
but of the spiritual life of each separate member 
of the Body of Christ. It deepens repentance, 
and makes it " repentance unto life." It comforts 
in sorrow, and makes sorrow sanctified. It 
strengthens in the hour of temptation, and gives 
hope and courage in the day of trial. 

Without God's presence with the soul, and the 
realization of that presence, there can be no true 
spiritual life. 

" Certainly I will he with thee** God's presence 
with the soul, and that presence realized, is the 
secret spring of every service bravely and humbly 
done for God. 

Without it, no venture of faith were possible, 
and no life of devout self-sacrifice ever could be 
lived. 

With it, hard things become easy, and nothing 
seems impossible. 

" Certainly I will he with thee** God's presence 
with him is everything to the single-hearted 
servant of God. It is the spring of all his faith, 
his hope, his life, his work. It cannot surprise 
us, therefore, that when God calls any of His 
people to a higher life, or to a service specially 
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hard or perilous, the promise that (often spoken, 
but always implied) accompanies the call is this 
— " Certainly I will be with thee." 

I would glance at this promise now as addressed 
to God's meek servant Moses, when He sent him 
to demand at Pharaoh's hands the release of His 
people Israel. Perhaps we may, by the Holy 
Spirit's blessing, find some thought at once 
appropriate to the solemn service of this morning, 
and helpful to ourselves in our future life and work. 

God had (I use His own phrase) "come down" 
to deliver His people groaning in hopeless 
bondage and cruel toil. At the burning bush 
on Horeb, by the mouth of the "angel" that 
dwelt therein, which was none other than the 
Second Person of the ever-glorious Trinity, He 
called Moses to be the agent by whom the 
deliverance should be wrought. 

It was indeed a call to an office most honourable 
— to speak in the name of God, and in that 
name to do mighty works; to be the deliverer, 
the " leader and commander " of God's beloved 
and chosen people. 

But it was also a call to a work delicate, diffi- 
cult, and full of peril — a work requiring courage, 
faith, and self-control. " Come now therefore, 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
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mayest bring forth My people the children of 
Israel out of Egypt." 

Moses heard the call with awe — with more 
than awe, with fear. He shrank from the com- 
mission with which God would entrust him. He 
felt himself unworthy of so great an honour, and 
unfitted for so great a work. 

He felt himself unworthy, " Who am I," was 
his remonstrance with God — " who am I, that I 
should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of Egypt ? " Per- 
haps, among all the thousands of Israel, there 
was not one, even to human eye, so fitted for 
that honourable task (God's providence and Holy 
Spirit had alike prepared him for it), for he was 
"learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians," 
and yet was a single-hearted son of Abraham, 
"esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt." But lowly 
in his own eyes, as good men ever do when called 
of God to honour, he felt his own unworthiness. 

He felt his own unfitness^ too, and he laid 
before God his deficiency of qualification. "0 
my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither hereto- 
fore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy 
servant : but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue." 
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But what said the answer of God unto him ? 
It simply assured him of God's presence with 
him in the office and work to which God called 
him. "Who hath made man's mouth? or who 
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind ? have not I the Lord ? Now therefore 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say." " Certainly I will be with 
thee." 

Then Moses said — it was all a good man could 
say — "O my Lord, send, I pray Thee, by the 
hand of him whom Thou wilt send." 

My dear friends, I cannot think that it was a 
mere conceit or fancy of the ancient Fathers, 
when they saw in the deliverance of Israel from 
hard bondage in Egypt a type of a deliverance 
from a bondage harder and more enduring, under 
which, not one nation only, but all creation 
groaned — a spiritual bondage, the bondage of 
«iin. 

God has in very deed oome down, not in a 
figure only, but in the Person of His Incarnate 
Son. He has come down and wrought a great 
deliverance in the earth by His cross and passion. 
To-day He sends you, as He sent His servant of 
old time, to be the messengers of that deliverance. 
From this day and forward you will bear a divine 



GOD'S PRESENCE WITH HIS PRIEST. 57 

commission — you will wield supernatural power 
— you will be "ambassadors of Christ," the 
heavenly King. 

It was the voice of the Lord Christ that, at 
the burning bush, made Moses His ambassador. 
It is the Spirit of the same mighty Saviour and 
Bedeemer that from this Cathedral to-day sends 
you forth with power to speak and to act in His 
almighty name. 

He bids you go and demand, by the preaching 
of repentance, the release of souls, whom He 
came down to deliver from slavery to the spiritual 
Pharaoh. 

He sends you to lead His ransomed ones 
through the waters of salvation which the Red 
Sea typified, the waters of Holy Baptism ; and 
to feed them with that food divine which the 
Paschal Lamb and the heavenly manna did but 
prefigure. 

He sends you in the power of the Spirit of 
wisdom and love to be the guides of His re- 
deemed ones through this world's wilderness — ^a 
wilderness full of peril, trial, temptation — to the 
land of promise, the better land, that land of 
which the earthly Canaan, though the glory of 
all lands, was but a shadowy and most imperfect 
type. 
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May I ask, dear brethren, in what spirit are 
you listening to the call divine, and receiving at 
God's hand your commission to-day ? I trast it 
is in a spirit like that of Moses, a spirit of holy 
awe — aye, even of half-shrinking ; for I am very 
sure of this, that no spiritual work can ever be 
done well that is not done in a spirit of meek 
humility, and no ministry can ever be well fulfilled 
unless the minister in his inmost soul be humble, 
diffident of himself (however varied or brilliant 
his natural powers may be) and trustful only in the 
presence of his Lord and the power of His grace. 

My dear friends — you who in a few moments 
more will be admitted to the Diaconate, or raised 
to the Priesthood in the Church of the living 
God — it has been my privilege during the Ember 
days just past to lead your thoughts of devotion 
and to speak to you words of hearty counsel. 
My desire to-day is to leave with you a single 
thought — a thought to carry with you in all your 
ministry until the last act of that ministry shall 
have been fulfilled, and you rest in Paradise from 
your loved employ, — a thought that may come 
home to you and give you strength and hope and 
courage amid the difficulties you will surely 
meet with, — a thought ever to be connected in 
your mind with this solemn day, the day of your 
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self-dedication and your consecration by God's 
Spirit to God's holy service. The thought is this 
(I have spoken it before) — the ever-abiding jpre- 
sence with you of your loving Lord and Master. 
" Certainly I will be with thee." I do not mean 
merely the thought of our Blessed Lord's presence 
with His Church, to own the rites you adminis- 
ter and the official acts you do, in accordance 
with His most true promise, " Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world." Thxit 
promise realized will indeed be to you a source 
of strength, — it will enable you to speak and act 
as "one having authority," and so with holy 
boldness and with hope. You bear the Lord's 
commission, you speak in His all-holy name, and 
so, while you speak and act within the terms of 
your commission, " whoso heareth you heareth 
Him." 

The presence that I speak of now is one over 
and above this — a presence udth yourself indi- 
vidimllyy — " Certainly I will be with thee^ 

God, the Lord Christ, was with the Church 
in the wilderness, in the pillar of fire and of cloud. 
But He was with His servant Moses in another 
and a special sense. He will be equally so with 
you. Oh, try ever to realize and to feel His 
presence. 
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Realize that He is watching over you personally 
— that He is (if I may venture so to express my- 
self) interested in your ministry, in your efforts, 
your successes, aye, and your failures too. In the 
early days of His Church He certainly did watch 
over His ministers one by one, noting the work 
of each. He could say — He did say — of one and 
of another, " I know thy works, and charity and 
service and faith ; " " Thou holdest fast My name, 
and hast not denied My faith ; " "I have not 
found thy works perfect before God." It is the 
same to-day — He watches His Bishops and His 
Priests, one by one, in the Church of England 
to-day, as surely as He did in former days in 
the Churches of Asia. Each one who in this 
Cathedral to-day "receives the Holy Ghost for 
the oflBce and work of a Priest," and girds him- 
self resolutely for his high emprise, may appro- 
priate to himself the promise, the sustaining and 
encouraging promise in my text, " Certainly I 
will be with thee." 

But one thought more. When Moses trem- 
blingly received his commission he asked a sign 
from God — a token that God had sent him. The 
sign God gave him was one not to be realized 
until Israel's deliverance had been effected, until 
the Bed Sea waters had been crossed, and ' the 
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wilderness had for a while been traversed. " When 
thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, 
ye shall serve God upon this mountain." The 
promised sign was in due time fulfilled, and 
Moses and all the host he led knew for a cer- 
tainty that he was sent of God. It will be the 
same with ourselves. When we, and those whom 
in God's name and strength we have taught and 
led, worship the Lord in the glorious mountain 
yet unseen we shall know, as we cannot now, how 
divine is the commission we have borne — how 
truly God has been with us. 

But upon that mount of Horeb God gave to 
Moses another sign— a sign of His presence with 
His servant 'personally — a sign which all might 
see. Moses, communing upon that mountain-top 
with God, caught something of God's likeness. 
His face when he came down shone .with a 
heavenly radiance. God owned him thus. In 
the quaint words of an old commentator, " Moses 
carried his credentials in his countenance." 

Dear brethren, believe me, it is the same 
to-day. If, like Moses, you realize the presence 
of your Lord with you in all your ministry, you 
will be often going up to the mountain-top in 
communion with God, pure and deep and true. 
Tou will day by day be telling Him, in closet 
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prayer, what you haye done atrd what you have 
. taught. You ^ilL often be alone with God— 3ome- ;. 
times, it may be, in the thick* darkness of sorrow, 
failure, £isappointment-^ori.etime8 i^ the da,-' . 
zling glare of success and blessing undeseTved* 
and unhoped for. And thus living your life with 
God, thus often drawing very near to Him, you 
will not fail to catch something of God's likeness 
— ^you will bear about with you something of the 
radiance of heayeai. Your life will commend 
your ministry. 

Oh that we may all live our lives and fulfil 
our ministry, realizing God's presence and the 
power of His Spirit ! Then, when our ministry 
is ended, and we are called to die. He will still be 
with us, and we shall feel Him near. Through 
the mists of Jordan He will point us to the 
promised land, and we shall pass over, but to 
receive His own " Well done ! " and to be with 
Him for ever. 



THE END. 
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